Date:  09/27/07

Contact: FOIFT office, 214.977.6658

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOIFT to present Responsible Rights: Government in the Sunshine seminars 

What information should a government agency release to the public and what information is exempt? How much can an agency charge for the information it provides? When should a city council go into executive session and what should be posted on the agenda before it does so? Presenters from the Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas and the Office of the Attorney General will answer these questions and more at the FOIFT’s upcoming Responsible Rights seminars series held in Harlingen, Houston, Dallas and Midland. 

Responsible Rights: Government in the Sunshine is a traveling symposium designed to develop and enhance understanding of the changing landscape of open government.  It is directed toward the general public, elected officials, government employees and representatives of the media. The course materials have been approved by the Office of the Attorney General as meeting the requirements for open government training for public officials.

The seminars will be presented on the following dates: October 17 at the Harlingen Public Library in Harlingen; October 18 at the Bayland Community Center in Houston; October 23 at the Center for Community Cooperation in Dallas; and November 1 at the First United Methodist Church in Midland.

Scheduled presenters include Joe Larsen, partner with Ogden, Gibson, Broocks, & Longoria, L.L.P.; Taline Manassian, special counsel with Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP; Don Richards, partner with Richards & Elder LLP; Hadassah Schloss, cost rules administrator for the Open Records Division of the Office of the Texas Attorney General; Paul C. Watler, partner with Jackson Walker LLP; and Tom Williams, partner with Haynes and Boone, L.L.P.

The seminars will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Materials may be picked-up beginning at 8:30 a.m. Each seminar is divided into two sections: the Texas Public Information Act in the morning and Texas Open Meetings Act in the afternoon.  The fee is $65 for the full day, including lunch; $40 for the morning sessions only, 9 –11:45 a.m.; and $35 for the afternoon session only, 1-3 p.m.  Full day registration also includes a one-year membership to the FOIFT that has the benefits of a subscription to the FOI Focus and online access to the FOIFT Handbook. Advance registration is required due to limited space.  Registration is available on the FOIFT Web site, www.foift.org, or by contacting the FOIFT office, 214.977.6658.  Registration deadline is one week prior to seminar. 

The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, works to encourage, sponsor and facilitate a greater appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the First Amendment. The FOIFT strives to preserve the freedoms necessary in a democratic republic by educating media and legal professionals, educators, students, public and government officials and individual citizens about their rights and responsibilities as citizens. For more information, call 214.977.6658, or visit our Web site, www.foift.org. FOIFT’s home office is located at 400 S. Record St., Suite 240, Dallas, TX  75202. 
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