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Anthony P. Griffin to be graduation speaker at First Amendment Institute, application deadline extended

Although many Americans believe in the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment, only one in four people surveyed were able to name more than one of those rights and just one in 1,000 people surveyed could name all five freedoms.

Statistics such as this prompted the Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas to create the First Amendment Institute, a program that works annually with a group of participants who want to seriously study the importance and application of the First Amendment and its implications in our democracy.

Noted First Amendment attorney Anthony P. Griffin will be the Institute’s graduation speaker. Griffin, an African-American attorney from Galveston gained attention when he defended the First Amendment rights a member of the Ku Klux Klan. He has been recognized by several organizations for his continued commitment to the First Amendment. 

The course has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 29 credit hours, of which 1 credit hour will apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility credit. The program also is eligible for three to six graduate-level credit hours through Texas Christian University.

In addition to the structured curriculum, students will participate in two panel discussions, “I’ll Know It When I Hear It: Indecency and the FCC” and “Religion in the Public Schools: A Conflict of Views.” They will also screen episodes from “The ACLU Freedom Files.”

The FOIFT has extended the deadline for applications until Aug. 1 for the FAI’s 2007 class that will be held Aug. 27-31 in Corpus Christi.  The five-day seminar will explore the history, application and future of the five freedoms granted by the First Amendment. Scholarships are available for Texas residents engaged in the media or related fields.

Upon completion of the program, graduates may become members of The First Amendment Institute’s leadership alumni organization, which provides continuing education, networking and support.

Institute tuition requires an investment of $1,500 per person, which includes all events, materials and some meals. A citizen desiring to participate in this unique opportunity may apply as an individual or solicit a sponsor to underwrite the cost. The sponsor or participant will be responsible for the participant’s travel and hotel costs. 

Instructors for 2007 are Katherine M. Cary, assistant attorney general, division chief, General Counsel Division, Office of the Attorney General of Texas; Dr. Charles Davis, executive director, National Freedom of Information Coalition and assistant professor of news-editorial, School of Journalism, University of Missouri; Dr. Derek H. Davis, dean of the College of Humanities and dean of the Graduate School, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor; Dr. Ronald B. Flowers, John F. Weatherly emeritus professor of religion and Cecil H. and Ida Green designated tutor, religion, Texas Christian University; Dr. Paul H. Gates, Jr., professor for the Department of Communication, Appalachian State University; Joel White, attorney, Joel White & Associates; and Dr. Rob Wiley, attorney, Stewart & Wiley, LLP.

The opportunity to take part in this program is open to everyone. If you are interested in participating in this leadership program or in sponsoring a member of your staff or organization, please call the FOIFT office at 214.977.6658 or visit our Web site, www.foift.org.
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