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Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas moves to Austin, elects officers and reformats FOCUS newsletter
AUSTIN — Change is in the air for The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas. After 30 years in Dallas, the FOIFT has relocated its headquarters to Austin, Texas. New contact information for the Foundation is 3001 N. Lamar, Suite 302, Austin, TX 78705, phone 512.377.1575, fax 512.377.1578. The FOI hotline retains its original number, 800.580.6651.

In December, the FOIFT board of directors elected their new slate of officers for the 2009 year. Attorney Laura Prather of Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP in Austin was elected president; Dale Leach, chief of bureau at The Associated Press, vice president; Fred Zipp, editor of The Austin American-Statesman, secretary; and Juan Elizondo, managing editor of the Longview News-Journal, treasurer.  

Also, the award winning FOI FOCUS newsletter is changing to a free online format this spring.  For subscribers to the old version, the FOIFT asks that you opt-in to receive the online version by submitting your email address on the FOIFT Web site, www.foift.org.  Others wishing to receive the newsletter and other important FOI updates please visit the Web site to register.

“This is an exciting time for the Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas,” said President Prather. “We are taking a new direction and assuming a more active role in advocating for and preserving open government. With the move to our state’s Capitol, we will be better able to serve our members and the general public in fighting to preserve and enhance the Texas Public Information Act and the Texas Open Meetings Act.”

The FOIFT is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization supported through grants from private citizens, corporations, foundations and tax-deductible donations. For more information call 512.377.1575; visit the Web site, www.foift.org or write to FOIFT, 3001 S. Lamar, Suite 302, Austin, Texas, 78705.
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