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Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas will Hold Annual Conference in Austin

DALLAS ​​– After the recent legislative session, many open government advocates feel embattled and in a constant struggle to at least maintain the status quo. For them, this year’s Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas’ annual conference title “Fighting for Access: Let the Sun Shine” says it all.

The Bernard and Audre Rapoport FOIFT State Conference will be held Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Hyatt Regency in Austin, and will feature discussions about keeping open records readily accessible to the public.

Attorney General Greg Abbott will be the keynote speaker at the John Henry Faulk Awards Luncheon. Presentation of the James Madison Award by the FOIFT and the Gavel Awards by the State Bar of Texas highlight the luncheon. The James Madison Award is given annually to honor those who demonstrate outstanding commitment and service in upholding the principles of the First Amendment. The Gavel Awards recognize journalistic excellence that helps foster public understanding of our legal and judicial system.

The opening panel will deliberate the developments from the Texas Legislature and how its decisions will affect current public information laws. Wanda Garner Cash, clinical professor and fellow at the University of Texas at Austin, will moderate “On the Lege: Progress and setbacks for open government in the 80th legislative session.” 

Jay Sibley, president of Title Data, will moderate “We Didn’t Mean That: The unintended consequences of well-intended laws.” The second panel will talk about how laws that previously were passed with the best of intentions can have some inadvertent consequences once the legislation is actually implemented.

The first afternoon session will be a discussion of current issues where some participants view access is too readily available to the public. Brian Collister, investigative reporter at WOAI TV, will moderate “Issues of Light: Who says government is too open?” as panelists debate the pros and cons of allowing certain types of information to be public. 

Finally Laura Prather, partner with Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold, L.L.P., will moderate the last session, “Issues of Light: Have the watchdogs been leashed?” Panelists will address how the attempt to get records from the government is getting harder.

Early registration is $100 through Aug. 29. After Aug. 29, the registration is $150. Registration is available for the conference on the FOIFT Web site, www.foift.org or by calling the FOIFT office at 214.977.6658. Hotel accommodations are available at the Hyatt Regency Austin. The rate is $160 per night for a single or double and can be made by calling the hotel’s reservation department at 512.477.1234 or 1.800.233.1234. The room rate deadline is Aug. 29.

The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas works to encourage, sponsor and facilitate a greater appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the First Amendment. By educating media and legal professionals, educators, students, public and government officials and individual citizens about their rights and responsibilities as citizens, the FOIFT strives to preserve the freedoms necessary in a democratic republic. The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization supported through grants from private citizens, corporations, foundations and tax-deductible donations. For more information, call 214.977.6658, or visit our Web site at www.foift.org.
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